FAMILY LESSON - WEEK 7
Materials Needed: None
Elementary Bible Story: Joseph Forgives His Brothers
(Genesis 43:1-45:28)
Preschool Bible Story: Joseph Obeys God (Genesis 45-47)

CIRCLE UP
Use this time to gather together and get everyone talking.

ASK

Ask each family member to choose a number between one and four. Then ask
the corresponding question.
1 - Would you rather follow the rules in a game or make up your own rules?
2 - Would you rather never be allowed to pick your nose or bite your nails?
3 - Would you rather clean your room or do the dishes?
4 - Would you rather help an old lady or help a baby?

SAY

I loved hearing all your answers to these questions! It’s not always easy or fun
to have to obey, but today we’re learning that God wants us to obey Him and
His instructions. Say this after me!
Elementary (ES)
Obey God (point up)

Preschool (PS)
Obey (salute)
God (point up)

WATCH
Watch today’s Elementary and/or Preschool video on the web page
where you found this lesson or on the KidSpring App or YouTube channel.
ASK your Elementary Schooler:

ASK your Preschooler:

Did Joseph obey God by being
kind to his brothers or by being
mean to them? (Kind to them)

Because Joseph obeyed God, did the people in
Egypt have no food or enough food to eat?
(Enough food to eat)

Because Joseph chose to obey,
did it help or hurt his family?
(Helped) Yes! When we choose
to obey God, it affects others
around us, too!

Did Joseph obey God by being mean or being
kind to his brothers? (Being kind)
Did God do bad things or great things through
Joseph? (Great things) Yes! God did great things
through Joseph because Joseph obeyed God!

HAVE FUN TOGETHER
From playing games to praying together, have fun learning how to obey God!

DO

Play a game of “Simon Says.” NOTE: For Preschoolers, always say, “Simon Says,” to
minimize confusion.
After playing, read the following, and allow your kids to respond:
•

If your mom asks you to clean up your toys, should you keep playing or clean up?
(Clean up) Yes! In the Bible, God tells us to obey our family. When we obey our
family, we are obeying God!

•

Pretend that someone laughed at you because you don’t look like they do. How
would that make you feel? (Allow responses) Did the person who laughed at you
obey God? (No) No way! In the Bible, God tells us to love others. Laughing at
someone because they don’t look like you is not loving. Can you obey God and
say, “I forgive you”? (Yes) We can obey God by forgiving others even when they
don’t deserve it.

•

What’s your favorite thing to do on the computer? (Allow responses) Pretend you
finish your school work early, and your teacher lets you play a game on the
computer. Something pops up and you click on it, but you realize it’s something
you’re not supposed to look at. How can you obey? (Close it right away, tell the
teacher/parents, don’t show it to your friends) Sometimes it can be hard to obey,
but God is always with you, and you can ask Him for help.

•

Pretend our church is collecting Christmas gifts for families in our community who
can’t afford Christmas gifts this year. Your family buys a few things and brings
them to church. Do you think this is obeying God? (Allow responses) Yes! Giving
to others in need is something God tells us to do in His Word! Will you get to see
people open those gifts you gave? (No) We don’t always see the good that
comes from obeying right away, but we can do it because it’s what God wants,
and He is doing great things that we can’t always see.

Then have your kids repeat the Need to Know after you: Obey God.

DO

Have your kids repeat each phrase/section of the verse in a fun way:
Preschool (PS)
Elementary (ES)
“Love (hug self)
“The Lord has shown you what is good. (point up)
being kind (pat heart)
He has told you (cup hands around mouth)
to others.” (point to others)
what He requires of you. (thumbs to chest)
Micah 6:8 (make book with hands)
You must act with justice. (thumbs up)
You must love to show mercy. (cross arms over chest)
And you must be humble (bow)
As you live in the sight of your God.” (point up)
Micah 6:8 (make book with hands)

PRAY

Father God, thank You for teaching us how to obey You. Please help us to obey You
and our leaders right away every day. We love You! In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen!

